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The Animal School 
 
Once upon a time, the animals decided 
they must do something heroic to meet 
the problems of a “new world.” So 
they organized a school. They adopted 
an activity curriculum consisting of 
running, climbing, swimming, and 
flying. To make it easier to administer 
the curriculum, all the animals took all 
the subjects. 
 
The duck was excellent in swimming, 
in fact better than his instructor; but 
he made only passing grades in flying 
and was very poor in running. Since he 
was slow in running, he had to stay 
after school and also drop swimming 
in order to practice running. This was 
kept up until his webfeet were badly 
worn and he was only average in 
swimming. But average was 
acceptable in school, so nobody 
worried about that except the duck. 
 
The rabbit started at the top of the 
class in running, but had a nervous 
breakdown because of so much make-
up work in swimming. The squirrel 
was excellent in climbing until he 
developed frustration in the flying 
class where his teacher made him start 
from the ground up instead of from the 
treetop down. He also developed 
“charley horses” from overexertion 
and then got a ‘C” in climbing and a 
‘D’ in running. The eagle was a 
problem child and was disciplined 
severely. In the climbing class he beat 
all the others to the top of the tree, but 
insisted on using his own way to get 
there. 
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At the end of the year, an abnormal 
eel that could swim exceedingly well, 
and also run, climb, and fly a little 
had the highest average and was 
valedictorian. 
 
The prairie dogs stayed out of school 
and fought the tax levy because the 
administration would not add digging 
and burrowing to the curriculum. 
They apprenticed their child to a 
badger and later joined the 
groundhogs and gophers to start a 
successful private school. 
 
This interesting parable really makes 
us reflect on the role education plays 
in the lives of our children. How do 
we embrace our children with their 
strengths and weaknesses? How do 
we encourage them to use their gifts 
without giving up on their 
weaknesses?  
 
As we meet for parent teacher 
conferences please trust that St. 
John’s embraces your child right 
where he or she is and in a loving and 
caring environment we inspire your 
child to move forward and beyond 
their own expectations. All our 
children possess potential not yet 
realized, our obligation as educators 
and parents is to help the child 
discover their abilities and develop 
them to the fullest. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Kenneth Willers, Principal 
(principal@stjohnseagles.com) 
 

Nov. 5-NOV. 9 

 
Monday, Nov. 5th:  
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
12:30pm Dismissal 
 
 

 Tuesday, Nov. 6th: 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
11:00 Awards ceremony 
12:30pm Dismissal 
 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 7th  
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
12:30pm Dismissal 
 
 
Thursday. Nov. 8th: 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
12:30pm Dismissal 
 
 
Friday, Nov. 9th: 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
12:30pm Dismissal 
 
 
Monday, Nov. 12th: 
Veterans Day Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 
 
 
NO LUNCHES DUE TO 
CONFERENCES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch Policy 
Lunches are $4.00. Snacks 
are $.75 and up. Lunches 
can only be paid between 
7:40-8:00am every morning. 
Please contact Anna  
Grande at 415-584-6144 to 
arrange for credit. Please, 
no cup of soups on rainy 
days. Students can get 
burned walking the halls.  
No knives please. Plastic 
forks or spoons only. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Dates - Reminders: 
 
November 1 
All Saints Day Liturgy at Church: 10:30V 
Report Cards Go Home 
 
 
November 5-9 (12:30 dismissal ALL WEEK) 
Parent/Guardian Teacher Conferences 
Your confirmation notice should be with this newsletter. 
Please call to confirm time if no confirmation was received. 
 
November 6 
Awards Assembly at 11:00 in gym 
 
November 12 
Veterans Day Holiday Observed 
 
November 13, Tuesday evening. 
Parent Meeting at 7pm. Parent Board is sponsoring a special 
presentation. The topic: Bullying in School. The Parent Board 
has invited a guest speaker. ALL are invited. This meeting is 
for parents only. NO CHILDREN are to be brought to the 
meeting. Thank you. 
 
November 14 
2:30 dismissal (Faculty meeting) 
 
November 21 
11:30 Thanksgiving Prayer Service in Gym 
12:30 Dismissal 
 
November 22 & 23 
Thanksgiving Holidays-NO SCHOOL 
 
November 28 
2:30 dismissal (Faculty meeting) 
***************************************** 
 
Sports Snack Bar: 
 
Donations will continue to be accepted for our Sports Snack bar. 
All donations go towards service hours as well as game 
attendance. Drinks, chips, snacks, etc. are appreciated. 
Donations can be left in the school office with student name and 
grade.  
 
******************************************** 
Serramonte Shopping Field Trip: 
 
Program dates are from August 1, 2007 – January 31, 2008.  
Prizes include a free field trip for 200 students + $1000 per 
each school for transportation and/or a check for $200 each. 
Save your receipts for this program. Thank You, Lety Moreno  
 
******************************************* 

Important School information & Updates  
FALL DINNER 
Thanks to all the parents for their outstanding participation 
in the Fall Dinner event. After expenses, we raised over 
$4,000 to gift the Glen Park Library.  
 
********************************************** 
PARENT Reminders: 

¥ All students are to be dropped off and picked up in 
the yard. Students arriving by 8:10 are to be 
dropped off in the yard. Students who are not 
picked within the first 15 minutes after dismissal 
will be sent to Extended Care. NO exceptions. 
Please do not ask your child to wait on Burnside or 
Chenery—the safety risk is too great. If we see 
your child waiting outside school after the 15 
minute window will be required to go to Extended 
Care. We thank you for your cooperation with this. 

 
¥ All parents visiting the school must check in at the 

office and receive a visitor pass. ALL parents. 
Please there are no exceptions. 

 
¥ Any family who has a child who  will be eligible for 

Kindergarten 2008 should call Sr. Shirley to be 
placed on our sibling priority list.  

 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT NEWS 

 
 
Congrats go to Tatianna Wettstein and Aleyeska 
Guiterrez on their participation in this year’s 
 
VOLLEYBALL ACHIEVEMENT GAMES 
 
When:  Monday November 5, 2007 
 
Where: St. Emydius Gym 
 
 
Aleyeska – Division 6  Game @530pm 
 
Tatiana – Division 8 [2]  Game @ 730pm  
 
 
***********************************************  
Library News!  
A BLIZZARD IS COMING!. CHILL OUT WITH A GOOD 
BOOK!  
 
Our Book Fair will be November 5-9.  Come and find wonderful 
new books for your children’s home library.  Parents…Christmas 
is around the corner, select early gifts from our book fair.  Can 
you volunteer to help at the Book Fair? Please contact Deanna 
Jones, Librarian at 415-834-8383 Ext 115.     
  
********************************************** 


