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Veronica Wipes the 
Face of Jesus 
As recounted by her son on Good Friday 
          -by Kenneth Willers 
 
Son:  Well, you see, I don't have any 
sisters so that was why I was sweeping out 
the house. I was doing it for my mother--
you know, preparing for the Sabbath. My 
mother was in a real strange mood that 
day--she just sat in her chair almost the 
whole morning. I had wrapped a cleaning 
towel around my mouth so I wouldn't 
breath in any of the dust, and I had just 
started sweeping--when all of a sudden I 
heard noises outside. I stopped sweeping 
and I looked over at my mom, she stiffened 
in her chair. People were yelling and 
screaming outside--it sounded like a 
whole moving crowd was coming closer 
and closer to the house. I dropped the 
broom and ran over to the open door--but 
before I got there my mother told me to 
stop, to pick up the broom and to stand 
next to her. I went over to her chair and I 
asked her what was going on--she 
wouldn't answer me--but I knew. They 
were taking the criminals to be crucified. 
The noise grew louder and it seemed that 
the crowd had stopped right outside our 
door. My mother motioned to me to stay 
where I was and she went over to the 
door. I thought she was going to close it--
but instead she just stood there--frozen. 
The people outside were yelling at 
someone, "Get Up! Get Up! they said. I 
couldn't see because I was behind my 
mother, so I stood on a chair and looked 
out at the street over her shoulder. My 
mother by this time had both hands 
covering her face and was leaning against 
the door post--I had never seen her so 
silently trouble. I could see a Roman 
Guard move just in front of her and a 
foreign looking man trying to lift the 
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criminal up--and when the criminal got 
to his feet I could see that his face was 
all bloody. My mother sighed. I walked 
over to her--and as I did she just put 
here hand on my shoulder and held me 
close to her waist. The criminal then 
looked in our direction--he looked at me-
-I focused my eyes on him and then I 
recognized him--he was the man my 
mother had brought me to see that day 
by the sea. I had sat at this man's feet 
while the little children sat on his lap. 
This man told us stories and he taught us 
songs. I tugged on my mother's skirt--I 
wanted to tell her who he was--and It 
dawned on me she already knew--she 
was crying. I took the towel that was 
wrapped around my neck  and gave it to 
her so she could wipe her eyes--but 
instead she took the towel and walked 
straight through the wild crowd, stopped 
in front of the man and wiped his bloody 
face. He closed his eyes as a sign of 
momentary relief and when he opened 
them again they were still focused on me 
standing in the doorway. He smiled and 
was pushed on. My mother was knocked 
to the ground by the Roman Guard and 
told to get out of the way--I ran to her 
and as I did I heard another woman's 
voice mutter in the crowd near the door, 
"Why does she wipe his face? Doesn't 
she know that is the face of a criminal--
doesn't she know this man has been 
sentenced to death?" 
 
As we enter the Easter Triduum let us 
approach this Holy time with a sense of 
compassion toward all and Easter Joy 
that Jesus has risen to set us free from 
the chains of sin and death. Alleluia! 
 
I hope you all have a great Easter break! 
 
Kenneth Willers,  
Principal-- principal@stjohnseagles.com 
 
 

MAR. 17 – MAR.21 

Monday, Mar. 17 th 
Regular Dismissal 
 
Tuesday, Mar. 18 th 
PE Day 
 
Wednesday, Mar. 19 th 
Dance Day/PE Uniform 
 
Thursday , Mar. 20th 
12:30 Early Dismissal 
 
Friday, Mar. 21 st 
Good Friday Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 
 
LUNCH 
 

Monday, Mar. 17 th 

BAGELS&CREAM CHEESE 
FRUIT & DRINK 
 
Tuesday, Mar.18 th

 
CORNDOG 
CHIPS & DRINK 
 

Wednesday, Mar. 19 th 
ENCHILADA CASSEROLE 
RICE & DRINK  
 

Thursday, Mar. 20th 
12:30 Early Dismissal 
NO LUNCH 
Friday, Mar. 21 st

 

NO SCHOOL 
 
**LUNCH POLICY**          
Lunches are $4.00. Snacks 
are $.75 and up. Lunches 
can only be paid between 
7:40-8:00am every 
morning. Please contact 
Anna Grande  DIRECTLY 
at 415-584-6144 to arrange 
for credit. Please, no cup of 
soup on rainy days. 
Students can get burned 
walking the halls.  No 
knives please. Plastic forks 
or spoons only. Microwave 
is not available for use. 
Any returned checks are 
subject to a $10 fee for  
non -payment.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUTURE DATES Reminders 
March19 
Stations of the Cross 
4th-8th in the Gym 
March 20 
12:30 Early Dismissal 
March 21-28 
No School Easter Recess 
March 31 
Return to School 
End of Third Quarter 
 
St. John’s Summer School/Camp 
Summer is just around the corner and itÕs time to decide 
what your children will end up doing this summer. Lucky 
for you there will be St. JohnÕs Summer School/Camp, 
there will be a fun summer camp program with an 
academic part of the day as well. Please look for the flyer 
going home with this Newsletter. 
Registration Time 
Yes, ItÕs that time of year again and we will be beginning 
the re-registration process. Re-registration papers will be 
sent out prior to the Easter vacation. The process of re-
registration is a somewhat long and time-consuming 
process and we are trying to streamline it as much as 
possible. There will be a flyer going home with this 
Newsletter to help along with the process. 
Correction for Last Weeks Newsletter! 
In last weeks Newsletter we thanked all of those who so 
graciously helped and donated food for Black History Day. 
We unfortunately forgot to thank a few other people that 
helped us make this event possible with the delicious food 
they prepared for our students. Thank You Dena 
Hernandez (Ricardo in K) for DenaÕs Devine Catering that 
donated a delectable array of soul food and to Po-James 
Catering for the delicious donations as well. Thank You all. 
Retreat 
Each year, you our school Community helps us raise 
money for our Eighth Grade Retreat. We are so grateful for   
your support and would like to share our reflections with 
you. Each week in the Newsletter you will find a couple of 
our reflections. This is our way of saying Thank You once 
again 
Attention St. John’s Families 
The Fleece Jackets are in stock now! 
We have plenty of Large and Medium adult, some Medium 
and Small child size left. Please stop by the office if you 
would like to purchase one for your child, or yourself.  
Message from the Office 
Dear Parents/Guardians, in order to keep our Family 
records current, we are asking that you please E-mail any 
changes of address or phone number, we are currently in 
the process of having our weekly Newsletter and Flyers go 
home via E-mail. Help us out and save a Tree! Send it to 
secretary@stjohnseagles.com 

Important School information & Updates 
 
Message from the Kitchen 
Dear Parents, We realize that you want your childÕs 
Birthday to be celebrated with their classmates, however 
as a consideration to Ms. Grande we are asking that you 
notify her a couple of days prior to the event, so that the 
School Lunch does not go to waste. 
 
************************************************************* 
UNIFORMS:  
The students are beginning to get careless about 
uniform. Please be sure there are no decorated leggings 
on the girls. If theyÕre cold long pants are available, 
Warm jackets may be worn to school but only the jackets 
purchased at school will be allowed in the classrooms. 
Sweatshirts are NOT allowed during the school day 
except on PE Days**Also n ote due to exceptional 
demand we have reordered more Fleece Jackets.   
 

************************************************************* 

PARENT Reminders:  
 

• ALL students are to be dropped off and picked up 
in the yard. Students arriving by 8:10 are to be 
dropped off in the yard. Students who are not 
picked up within the first 15 minutes after 
dismissal will be sent to Extended Care. NO 
exceptions. Please do not ask your child to wait 
on Burnside or CheneryÑ the safety risk is too 
great. If we see your child waiting outside school 
after the 15-minute window he/she will be 
required to go to Extended Care. We thank you 
for your cooperation. 

 
• ALL parents visiting the school must check in at 

the office and receive a visitor pass.  Please 
there are no exceptions. 

 
• Extended Care Payments are due the 1st 

Monday of every month.    
 

• Please contact the School Office at 415-584-8383 
or email secretary@stjohnseagles.com - in 
addition to notifying teachers - for any late 
arrivals, early departures and absences. We 
need an accurate count of ALL students in case 
of fire or emergency. Thanks for your continued 
cooperation! 

 
• Scholarships are available for new girls enrolling 

into the class of 2013 (currently the 3rd grade or 
for next school year, 4th grade.) If you know of 
families who might be interested in enrolling at 
St. JohnÕs please ask them to call the school. 

 
• Families who refer a family to enroll and register 

for the next school year will receive credit of 
$100.00. Can be applied toward any student 
expense except tuition and registration fees. 

 
 
  
 
 


