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PRINCIPAL’S LETTER

WHY OFFER A FOREIGN LANGUAGE?

Tuesday, April 29th

PE Day

Wednesday, April 30th

PE Uniform/Dance

Thursday, May 1st
PE Day

Friday, May 2nd
Regular Dismissal

LUNCH

Monday, Apr.28th
NO LUNCH

Tuesday, Apr.29th
HOTDOG

CHIPS & DRINK
Wednesday, Apr.30th

GRILLED CHEESE
FRUIT & DRINK
Thursday, May.1st
PASTA

BREAD & DRINK
Friday, May.2nd
CHEESEBURGER
CHIPS & DRINK

*LUNCH POLICY**

Lunches are $4.00. Snacks
are $.75 and up. Lunches
can only be paid between

7:40-8:00am every
morning. Please contact

Anna Grande DIRECTLY
at 415-584-6144 to arrange
for credit. Please, no cup of

soup on rainy days.
Students can get burned
walking the halls. No

knives please. Plastic forks
or spoons only. Microwave

is not available for use.
Any returned checks are

subject to a $10 fe e for
non -payment.

Mandarin or Spanish? These are the tw
most popular choices for a foreign langu
enhancement for the 20@®09 school yea
In selecting a foreign language the teacl
and adrmistration want to offer a langua
that will have longterm benefit, education
value and provide an opportunity
available at other Catholic schools. Wt
seeking your advice so we can mi
informed decision. We realize only o
language will be cheen, so we will conside
all our information and make the best chc
for an academic environment.

Mandarin: Today China accounts for 2C
of our country and ranks %9in imports.
That number will continue to increa:
China and India are the largest egieg
markets and as our economies grow
demand for resources increase the US
need of a workforce that can compete in
environment. Most US companies
looking to expand into China and th
require workers who can speak the langt
and undestand the culture. Having
working knowledge of Mandarin would he
our students immensely. Giving them
foundation to understand and compete
set them on a path for success no mi
what field they choose.

Spanish Spanish speakers (Latinos)lie
the largest minority in the United States
based census data trends. By learning
Spanish students will be better equippe!
communicate with a growing population &
would also learn to appreciate and be
understand the diversity and beauty of
culture from a variety of countries whe
Spanish is the native language. For
students who live in Spanisgpeaking
homes the benefit will be their ability
speak fluently with their relatives back
their countries of origin. Providing o
studens with a foundation in Spanish w
prepare them for the society many of th
will grow into as adults.

Why A Second Language? Foreign
language students, whose courses fi

heavily on this aspect of learning, off
possess outstanding communication sk
both written and oral. Foreign language st
tends to help dissolve misconceptions
often helps to create feelings of sympathy
native speakers of the language, especia
the study is begun early and pursued f
long period of time.

Therewas a time in the United States wi
learning a foreign language was regar
primarily as a mental discipline f
developing intellectual capacity. Researcl
recognize that spioff benefits accrue fror
foreign language study for other acade
areas.Novelist John Updike attributes t
deterioration of writing skills in America 1
two generations growing up without Lat
"In some curious way, the study of this di
and intricate language enabled writers
write a beautiful, clear idiomatic Englist
Any new language forces us to thi
why...we need to do what we do to expi
ourselves clearly."

For many decades researchers have atter
to reinforce with empirical evidence t
value of foreign language study in improvi
the cognitive functioningof the brain. Fo
example, one researcher found that stuc
who had taken a foreign language in F
school had a significantly higher grade p¢
average in all high school subjects as we
in freshman English courses in college. °
College Board &l calculated that the vert
scores of students who had taken four or
years of a foreign language were higher 1
verbal scores of students who had stu
any other subject for an equal length of tin

A number of studies in bilingual educati
aso seem to lead to the conclusion i
foreign language study can aid and e
accelerate the cognitive development of
brain.

So, yes we will be offering a forei
language next year. | want you texail me
at principal@stjohnseagles.comnwith your
selection and more importantly yc
rationale. Thanks! -—-Mr. Willers




IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION & UPDATES

may be worn to school but only the jackets purchased at
school will be allowed in the classrooms. Sweatshirts are

FUTURE DATES Reminders

April 23

6:30pm Literacy Night

April 28

12:30pm Early Dismissal

Faculty Meeting

May 7

2:30 Early Dismissal

Faculty Meeting

St. John’s Summer School/Camp

Summer is just around the corner and itOs time to decide
what your children will end up doing this summer. Lucky
for you there will be St. JohnOs Summer School/Camp
there will be a fun summer camp program with an
academic part of the day as well. Please look for the flyer
going home with this Newsletter. Registration form for
Summer School/Camp will be going out on
Wednesday, April 9™.

Language Arts

As we explore initiating a foreign language into the
curriculum for next year. The principal would like your
feedback. Please e-mail Ken Willers at
principal@stjohnseagles.com your preference of a foreign
language and a simple rationale for your choice. Options:
Spanish, French, Mandarin, Latin, German, lItalian and
Sign Language. Or go to the following web-site and vote
on-line.
http://www.freesurveysonline.com/fso/AskSurvey.f
so?Survey=14084&CheckID=12113

Lots of Library News !

Two more days of BOGO Book Fair. Buy One Get One
Free. This is a terrific time to pick up all your summer
reading fun. Yes, parents, you too can purchase books. |
hope to see you here at this Spring Event.

Literacy night tonight, Wednesday, April 23 from 6:00-8:00.
Many interesting people in uniforms will be reading to the
children. This is going to be a fun event for the whole
family. The Book Fair will be open.

FinallyESt. JohnOs is having its firs Tea Party for k5™
grade girls. The invitations were given out today. | hope to
see your child at this first time event. If you have
guestions, please call Deanna Jones, Librarian. Thank
you.

Message from the Kitchen

Dear Parents, We realize that you want your childOs
Birthday to be celebrated with their classmates, however
as a consideration to Ms. Grande we are asking that you
notify her a couple of days prior to the event, so that the
School Lunch does not go to waste.
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UNIFORMS:

The students are beginning to get careless about uniform.
Please be sure there are no decorated leggings on the
girls. If theyOre cold long pants are available, Warm jacket:

NOT

allowed during the school day except on PE

Days**Also note due to exceptional demand we have
reordered more Fleece Jackets.
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PARENT Reminders:

ALL students are to be dropped off and picked up
in the yard. Students arriving by 8:10 are to be
dropped off in the yard. Students who are not
picked up within the first 15 minutes after
dismissal will be sent to Extended Care. NO
exceptions. Please do not ask your child to wait
on Burnside or CheneryN the safety risk is too
great. If we see your child waiting outside school
after the 15-minute window he/she will be
required to go to Extended Care. We thank you
for your cooperation.

ALL parents visiting the school must check in at
the office and receive a visitor pass. Please
there are no exceptions.

Extended Care Payments are due the 1%

Monday of every month.

Please contact the School Office at 415-584-8383
or email secretary@stjohnseagles.com - in
addition to notifying teachers - for any late
arrivals, early departures and absences. We
need an accurate count of ALL students in case
of fire or emergency. Thanks for your continued
cooperation!

Scholarships are available for new girls enrolling
into the class of 2013 (currently the 3" grade or
for next school year, 4" grade.) If you know of
families who might be interested in enrolling at
St. JohnOs please ask them to call the school.

Families who refer a family to enroll and register
for the next school year will receive credit of
$100.00. Can be applied toward any student
expense except tuition and registration fees.



