JAN 28 — FEB 1
TWENTY-SECOND

WEEK OF scHOOL

ST. JOHN’S NEWS

JAN. 28 — FEB.1

Monday, Jan.28 "
Founders Day in Gym
1:30 Dismissal

Tuesday, Jan. 29 '
PE Day

Wednesday, Jan. 30"
Open House 6 — 8pm

Thursday, Jan. 31 *
PE Day

Eriday, Feb.1 *
Regular Dismissal

LUNCH

Monday, Jan. 28 ™
SCHOOL WILL PROVIDE
LUNCH

Tuesday, Jan. 29"
HOT DOG
CHIPS & DRINK

Wednesday, Jan. 30 "

PASTA
BREAD & DRINK

Thursday, Jan.31 S
HAM SANDWICH
CHIPS & DRINK

Friday, Feb.1 '
CHEESEBURGER
CHIPS & DRINK

*LUNCH POLICY**

Lunches are $4.00. Snacks

are $.75 and up. Lunches
can only be paid between
7:40-8:00am every
morning. Please contact

Anna Grande DIRECTLY
at 415-584-6144 to arrange
for credit. Please, no cup of

soup on rainy days.
Students can get burned
walking the halls. No

knives please. Plastic forks
or spoons only. Microwave

is not available for use.
Any returned checks are

subject to a $10 fee for
non -payment.

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL ¢ 925 CHENERY STREET *» SF, CA94131
415-584-8383 ¢« WWW.STJOHNSEAGLES.COM

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER

FOUNDERSO DAY & THE
FEAST OF ST. ANGELA
MERICI

When she was 56, Angela Merici said
"No" to the Pope. She was aware that Clement
VII was offering her a great honor and a great
opportunity to serve when he asked her to take
charge of a religious order of nursing sisters.
But Angela knew that nursing was not what
God had called her to do with her life.

All around her hometown she saw
poor girls with no education and no hope. In
the fifteenth and sixteenth century that Angela
lived in, education for women was for the rich
or for nuns. Angela herself had learned
everything on her own. Her parents had died
when she was ten and she had gone to live
with an uncle

When her uncle died, she returned to
her hometown and began to notice how little
education the girls had. But who would teach
them? Times were much different then.
Women weren't allowed to be teachers and
unmarried women were not supposed to go out
by themselves -- even to serve others. Nuns
were the best-educated women but they
weren't allowed to leave their cloisters. There
were no teaching orders of sisters like we have
today.

These girls weren't being helped by
the old ways, so Angela invented a new way.
She brought together a group of unmarried
women and other friends, who went out into
the streets to gather up the girls they saw and
teach them. These women had little money and
no power, but were bound together by their
dedication to education and commitment to
Christ. Living in their own homes, they met
for prayer and classes where Angela reminded
them, " Reflect that in reality you have a
greater need to serve [the poor] than they have
of your service." They were so successful in
their service that Angela was asked to bring
her innovative approach to education to other
cities, and impressed many people, including
the pope.

Though she turned him down,
perhaps the pope's request gave her the
inspiration or the push to make her little group

more formal. Although it was never a
religious order in her lifetime, Angela's
Company of Saint Ursula, or the Ursulines,
was the first group of women religious to
work outside the cloister and the first
teaching order of women.

It took many years of frustration
before Angela's radical ideas of education for
all and unmarried women in service were
accepted. Angela reminds us of her approach
to change: "Beware of trying to accomplish
anything by force, for God has given every
single person free will and desires to
constrain none; he merely shows them the
way, invites them and counsels them."

Angela died in 1540, at about seventy years
old.

Sacramental Celebration:

Founders Day is truly a blessed occasion
where grace is lived through the Church’s
Sacraments in the spirit of St. Angela Merici.
During the liturgy with Monsignor
McTaggart, (former pastor of St. John’s)
and Monsignor Rodriguez, one of our
Kindergarten students, Richard Bryson will
be baptized and one of our 8" grade students,
Efren Gonzalez, will receive his first
communion. Also during the liturgy our
Ursuline Sisters, Sr. Shirley and Sr. Lillian
will renew their vows. As a community of
faith let us pray for Richard, Efren and Sr.
Lillian and Sr. Shirley that God will fill their
hearts with grace and inspire them down the
path of holiness.

FoundersO Day Scheduf®1/28/08:

10:30  Liturgy in School Gym
12:00 Luncheon for students
12:45 K-1-2 Performance
1:30:  Dismissal

Parents are welcome but must sit on the
bleachers provided. We ask that you do not
disturb the teachers or the students during the
event. NoO lunch will be provided to parents.
We would suggest you limit your attendance
to the performance at 12:45pm. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Kenneth Willers, Principal



IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION & UPDATES

FUTURE DATES Reminders

January 28
Founder’s Day in Gym

12:45 K -1 Performance
1:30 Early Dismissal

January 30
Open House

6pm-8pm

Catholic School’s Week

Beginning January 27" we will be celebrating Catholic
School’'s Week. This is a time for us to celebrate who we
are as a Catholic School. Please mark your calendar for
Wednesday evening, January 30", when we will host a
school-wide Open House. This will be an opportunity for
you to visit the school and your child’s room to see all the
great things that are happening here

Founder’s Day

Each year, during Catholic School's Week, we celebrate
Founder's Day. On this day we celebrate the founding of
our school and invite the members of the parish who help
ed make the school possible to be with us. This special
day is usually celebrated around the feast of St. Angela,
foundress of the Ursuline Sister. This year our celebration
will be held on Monday, January 28", beginning with a
liturgy in the gym at 10:30 am. The students will be served
lunch and this is followed by our first presentation of our
“Shakespearience” program by the kindergarten and first
grades. Mark your calendars now and watch for more
information to come soon.

Sacramental Meeting

All parents of students preparing for First Communion and
Confirmation are required to attend a meeting on
Wednesday evening, January 23", which will begin at
6:30pm. This is a mandatory meeting so mark your
calendars now, more information will be forthcoming.

Crab Feed Dinner Dance
Please see the flyer going home along with our Newsletter
Please buy tickets early and come enjoy a fun evening.

Once Upon a Time — Workshop

Maureen Gammon, CPPC will be having a fun and multi-
faceted workshop Saturday February 2. Please see flyer
for more details and to sign up for this lively workshop.

Spanish & Chinese Language Classes

Spanish and Chinese after-school program has been
postponed, until Tuesday, February 5", 2008 for Spanish
and Thursday, February 7",2008 for Chinese.

You may still enroll on-line at www.abclang.com

Or Call ABC Language Exchange at (415)738-7383
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UNIFORMS:

The students are beginning to get careless about
uniform. Please be sure there are no decorated leggings
on the girls. If they’re cold long pants are available,
Warm jackets may be worn to school but only the jackets
purchased at school will be allowed in the classrooms.
Sweatshirts are NOT allowed during the school day
except on PE Days**Also note due to exceptional
demand we have reordered more Fleece Jackets.
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PARENT Reminders:

* ALL students are to be dropped off and picked up
in the yard. Students arriving by 8:10 are to be
dropped off in the yard. Students who are not
picked up within the first 15 minutes after
dismissal will be sent to Extended Care. NO
exceptions. Please do not ask your child to wait
on Burnside or Chenery—the safety risk is too
great. If we see your child waiting outside school
after the 15-minute window he/she will be
required to go to Extended Care. We thank you
for your cooperation.

ALL parents visiting the school must check in at
the office and receive a visitor pass. Please
there are no exceptions.

ANY FAMILY WHO HAS A CHILD ELIGIBLE
FOR KINDERGARTEN CLASS OF 2008
SHOULD CALL SR. SHIRLEY TO BE PLACED
ON OUR SIBLING PRIORITY LIST AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE

Extended Care Payments are due the 1%
Monday of every month.

* Please contact the School Office at 415-584-8383
or email secretary@stjohnseagles.com - in
addition to notifying teachers - for any late
arrivals, early departures and absences. We
need an accurate count of ALL students in case
of fire or emergency. Thanks for your continued
cooperation!

Scholarships are available for new girls enrolling
into the class of 2013 (currently the 3" grade or
for next school year, 4" grade.) If you know of
families who might be interested in enrolling at
St. John’s please ask them to call the school.

Families who refer a family to enroll and register
for the next school year will receive credit of
$100.00. Can be applied toward any student
expense except tuition and registration fees.



